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COMING UP Issue #51 (Spring 2017) 
Difficult Conversations
THE NATIONAL SEMINAR ON JESUIT HIGHER EDUCATION
The goal of the National Seminar on Jesuit Higher Education
and its publication Conversations is to strengthen the Jesuit
identity of our 28 colleges and universities. First, each issue is
written to stimulate the campus dialogue – through depart-
mental discussions or faculty symposiums – on the pursuit of
various ideals. Second, through our various departments – 
feature articles, forums, book reviews, and reports – we want to
keep the conversation going to build on the progress we have
made. Our members, representing various institutions and dis-
ciplines, visit three colleges and universities a year and listen to
groups of faculty and students in order to decide the themes
for each issue.
Members of the Seminar
Writing for Conversations
Heidi Barker is an associate professor 
in the department of education at 
Regis University.
Mark G. Bosco, S.J., is the director of the
Hank Center for Catholic Intellectual Her-
itage and joint professor of English and
theology at Loyola University Chicago.
Timothy P. Kesicki, S.J., is President of
the Jesuit Conference.
Patrick J. Howell, S.J., is chairman of the
seminar and distinguished professor in
the Institute for Catholic Thought and
Culture at Seattle University.
James McCartin is an associate profes-
sor of theology at Fordham University
and director of the Fordham Center on
Religion and Culture.
Molly Pepper associate dean of the 
undergraduate program and an 
associate professor of management 
at Gonzaga University.
Jennifer Rinella is the director of non-
proﬁt leadership studies and an associate
professor at Rockhurst University.
Stephen C. Rowntree, S.J., an associate
pastor at the Holy Name of Jesus Church in
New Orleans, is the secretary of the Na-
tional Seminar on Jesuit Higher Education.
Julie Rubio is a professor of Christian
ethics in the department of theology at
St. Louis University.
Edward W. Schmidt, S.J., editor, works
at America Magazine.
Michael Serazio is an assistant professor
in the communications department at
Boston College. 
Michael Sheeran, S.J., is President of the
Association of Jesuit Colleges and Uni-
versities.
Jessica Wrobleski is an assistant 
professor of theology and religious 
studies at Wheeling Jesuit University. 
Spring Hill College
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